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Guys and Dolls Amaze All

By: Ella Lubell

I’m going to be honest and say that
Guys and Dolls (directed by Alan
Haehnel) was one of the best musical
productions that I’ve seen. While I
haven’t seen as many as some, I’ve
seen enough to warrant the claim.
The performance went above and
beyond in every single department.
The singing was beautiful, full
sounding, and heartfelt. The
dancing was beautifully executed
and effortless-looking. The acting,
which is often the place where
musicals fall short, was genuine
and humorous. I was astounded
from the very first dress rehearsal
by the minimal set with colorful
costumes, props, and lighting.
The musical Guys and Dolls was
based on stories written by Damon
Runyon in the 1920’s and 30’s
about gangsters and gamblers
living in New York City. The first
performance of the show was on
Broadway in 1951. Even though this
is a story of people two generations
behind those performing it today,
its laments, humor, and charm still
ring true.
We start with the story of “good
old reliable” Nathan Detroit (Ross
Patten), who runs an illegal floating
crap game (a form of gambling with
dice). He finds a different spot every
night, and in return, he takes a cut
off the top of everyone’s profits.
This is all unknown to his fiance of
14 years, Adelaide (Lulu FaircloughStewart), the main star at a local
dance club. Adelaide is getting
restless after being engaged for
so long, and Nathan keeps stalling
the wedding after being advised
that dolls “must always take
second place to aces back to back”.
Throughout the show, Adelaide
and Nathan’s relationship is a sea
of turmoil. They love each other,
that is clear, but they are swimming
in an ocean of misunderstanding
and lost communication. Lulu’s
commanding stage presence and
distinctive voice was key to her
beautiful portrayal of the role. She
was funny at the right moments,
and agonizingly moving when
she needed to be. Ross’ sharp
deliveries of Nathan’s one liners
and deep down honest quality gave
their scenes and songs together a
stunning duality.
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At the same time, notoriously
high stakes better Skye Masterson
(Henry Lang) and the neighborhood
missionary, Sergeant Sarah Brown
(Kate Budney) are falling down
into an unexpected topsy-turvy
romance. Sarah says she will
never love a gambler, and Skye’s
only speaking to her because of
a bet that he couldn’t take her to
Havana. Nevertheless, they strike
up a deal saying that Sarah will
come to Havana if Skye brings her
a dozen (or more) genuine sinners
to the mission. The nature of their
relationship slowly forms into
something neither expected. Sarah
learns that bad deeds do not make
bad people, and Skye manages to
discover that women are more than
luggage. Kate and Henry’s beautiful
voices made their duets delightful
and engaging to listen to, bringing
their characters to life.

Down, You’re Rockin’ the Boat”.
Trapezing around the stage and
tumbling off blocks might just be
his calling. Still, I can’t forget Jakob
Bobrowicz’s
historic
portrayal
of Italian mobster, Big Jules. The
dolls also triumphed in everything
they did. No matter whether it was
forcing their men to carry things
around, skipping around the stage
doing complicated dance numbers,
or clashing their cymbals at the
right times during “Follow the
Fold”, their performances brought
a smile to my face every time.

Overall, I cannot praise this show
enough. It completes the task of
turning the plain black blocks that
make up the set into a magical
musical experience. It is very clear
that everyone involved invested so
much effort into the production.
From Alan Haehnel, the marvelous
director, to Mrs. Chambers who
And yet, if would not be a review of kept every note in tune. From
Guys and Dolls without mentioning Denise Frawley, who made 50
the guys and the dolls. I particularly teenagers dancing on a stage look
enjoyed the guys’ set changes in elegant, to Amy Good, whose work
which they stayed in character and in every Footlighters production
grumbled and conversed about is indispensable. I’d also like to
their own personal problems. Their acknowledge both Izzie stage
dance numbers were synchronized managers, as well as the rest of the
and their singing rounded and the lighting and sound crew. There
clear. The performance of the s were almost zero disasters, and it
ong
“Guys and Dolls” by Nicely was all thanks to the amazing team.
Nicely Johnson (Owen O’Leary) and
Benny Southwest (Tyler Nabinger) I want to thank this phenomenal
was notably one of my favorites. production of Guys and Dolls for
I must also give Owen credit for forever changing my opinion on
his glorious performance in “Sit musicals for the better.
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Assassin Gets All Wet
By: Vincent Moore
Ahh, Spring is finally here. The
birds are singing, the flowers are
sprouting, and Seniors are getting
shot on their way to the Co-Op.
Yes, Spring has arrived, and so has
Assassin, oops, I mean “Squirtfest”.
For those who don’t know, Assassin
is a game organized by the Senior
class (the School’s Administration
has nothing to do with it and
distances itself away from the
game). The goal of the game is to
have your team win a round of
tournaments by eliminating other
teams with water guns for a cash
prize funded the game’s entrance
fee.
Senior class, water guns, cash
prize. Those three things put
together are sure to stir up a
controversy with residents, staff,
police, and more importantly,
parents. Rules are established to
minimize controversy, such as the
school and places of employment
being off limits, and more rules to
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prevent injury, such as no driveby “sprayings”. To find out how
this year’s game was going so far,
I reached out to one of its Judges,
who stated that things are going
good so far. But others aren’t
having as good of an experience
with the game.
As early as Monday of last week,
the Broadside received several
reports from irate students who
had become disheartened by their
experience with Assassin. We’ve
received reports of property
damage, speeding tickets from
getaways, the police being called,
and I’ve even heard of lawns being
littered with beer cans and half
smoked joints by an opposing team
staking out someone else’s lawn!
Put those kinds of things on top of
aggressiveness from other teams,
paranoia, and (from one person’s
account) sleeping in the woods for
a night, it became too much for
some people to deal with. And that
may be assassin’s problem. It’s too

much.
I’ll admit that I was looking forward
to playing Assassin in my senior
year, but after hearing about all
of this, I doubt I will be playing,
and I don’t think that I’m the only
one who shares this sentiment. I
believe that it’s much more fun
to play Assassin type games with
just friends on our own property
for free whenever we want to,
rather than waiting for senior
year, paying money, and being
paranoid every time I go off school
property. But then again, I always
love an opportunity to show off my
Grandfather’s standard issue army
umbrella.
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