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Summer Studies
Hanover Boys
Soccer Moves Up A at St. Paul’s Prove
Rewarding
Division

2012 Boys Division I Soccer Team

By Rocco Linehan
The Hanover High boys’ soccer team has been dominating competition in Division Two for quite
some time, winning the state championship six times running from
2005-2010. Only recently, they succeeded in petitioning to move up
and compete against bigger and
better teams in Division One. They
will still be a tough and respectable
team, but their years of victory will

finally be put to the test. They have
already played in four games and
have won three of them, including one against last year’s division
champions, Manchester Central.
Their only loss was three to zero
against the top seeded team, Londonderry, after giving two penalty
kicks, and a breakaway to the opponent.
Continued on back cover

Bias in the Common
Day Media
by Kelsey Aaron

This year’s presidential election is quickly approaching. Polls
open Tuesday, November 6, and
much of what voters hear on their
televisions and radios is composed
of obnoxious ads from both political parties telling them why the
other candidate is a terrible person. In addition to the ads, major
news sources also want to have
their chance to cover “the race to
the polls.” Many people are undecided about who to vote for, which
is what makes this election exciting. These people often go to TV
news channels or newspapers to

find out about the candidates, but
should they really be doing that?
The bias in the media in the United
States has been an “elephant in the
room” for quite some time, but no
one really wants to admit it.
When
Americans
with strong opinions go to watch
the news, they typically know which
channel they want to watch. For
the strong conservatives, there are
sources such as Fox News, which
was essentially created as a Republican news outlet. In 1996 Rupert

Continued on Page 2

Helen Tosteson works on art in ASP studio. Photo courtesy of Rob Schrader

by Liz Haas
Perhaps you find oceans intriguing, and marine biology is your
passion. Or maybe you breathe
to recite Shakespeare. Those are
only two of the twenty collegelevel course topics offered to New
Hampshire’s rising seniors at the
intensive Advanced Studies Program (ASP) at St. Paul’s School in
Concord, New Hampshire’s beautiful campus. ASP is also highly selective, with the application process
including three short essays. This
summer, Hanover High seniors Katie Irwin, Helen Tosteson, Sandy
Yu, Safiya Walker, Parker Gardner,
and Eloise Dietz were 6 of the 269
New Hampshire students admitted.
ASP is challenging academically; however, the program is
about much more than just hitting
the books. Students participate in
sports, ranging from soccer to badminton, participate in campus and

dorm life, and enjoy special activities such as Friday night dances.
A typical weekday at ASP begins with breakfast at 7:15 a.m. before 8 a.m. chapel, a non-religious
announcement time. At 8:30 a.m.,
students proceed to their main
study program with a break for
snack and a writing workshop midmorning. Lunch is served at 12:45
p.m. and afterward students have
free time until 3 p.m. when sports
begin. Dinner is after practice beginning at 5pm followed by study
hours until 11 p.m.
Classes all day and studying
every evening may sound similar
to regular school; however, the ASP
experience is nothing like what you
receive in the typical HHS classroom. Participants choose a subject that interests them to study

Continued on Page 2
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ASP
in-depth for their five-week stay.
For example, senior Helen Tosteson took Studio Arts and describes
the experience as being the “most
dynamic,” as it included “trying a
bit of everything, from raku-firing
techniques to making shoes out of
masking tape.”
ASP also introduces participants to advanced equipment not
present in high school classrooms.
Katie Irwin and Sandy Yu studied
microbiology and remarked on the
gel electrophoresis, micropipettes,
centrifuges, and PCR machines that
, as Katie remarked, they had “never used in science class before.”
ASP is a gratifying way to
spend five weeks of summer vacation. When asked if she missed out
on anything during the summer,
Safiya Walker replied: “Absolutely
not. It was definitely worth it. For
me, it was an opportunity to do so
many of the things I love to do [such
as] discussing literature, running,
meeting people who are passionate about what they do, and just
overall having fun.” Katie adds that
she “would have been really bored
if [she] hadn’t gone.” The program
only “took up about half the summer,” which was “was the perfect
amount of time to be away.”
ASP brings rising seniors from
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across New Hampshire together in
an environment cultivating lasting friendships. Helen Tosteson
stressed, “the most important thing
[she] learned [at ASP] was to really
listen to people, [and that] everyone has struggles, but friends can
help to overcome them.” On the
other hand, Safiya’s favorite aspect
of ASP was “living in a dorm, balancing [her] activities, [and] setting
time aside for [her]self,” finding it a
“great mini-college experience.”
Are you still on the fence
about applying? Safiya provides
the best pro-ASP encouragement: “I
would recommend ASP to anyone
whether you think you’re ‘smart,’
‘studious,’ ‘intelligent’ or not. If
there’s a course that looks interesting to you, apply. ASP is an opportunity for rising seniors to take
those few weeks during the summer, to breathe, and to study something fun for [themselves] without
the pressure of grades.”
If you are interested in applying to ASP next summer, or simply
want more information about the
program, you can visit St. Paul’s
APS website at http://asp.sps.edu/
or speak to anyone who has participated in the program.

Biden Event
by Kelsey Aaron
Several HHS students, skipped school last Friday, with a golden rod,
and a good reason. These students all attended the rally on the Dartmouth campus with Vice President Joe Biden and Dr. Jill Biden. They
were “Fired-Up and Ready-To-Go” for “Four More Years”, which were the
re-occurring chants that were made from the crowd during the event.

Rebecca Behrens, Niki Tselepidakis, Julia Macaulay, and Sarah Siegel.
Photo courtesy of Sarah Siegel
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This bulletin board, at the end of the Social Studies hallway, shows posters supporting both the Democratic and Republican sides of the country
and New Hampshire. Photo Courtesy of Kevin Hybels
Murdoch, a known conservative,
introduced Fox News to compete
with CNN, a known liberal-leaning
source. Murdoch denied his intentions to promote his conservative
views, saying, “I challenge anyone
to show me an example of bias in
Fox News Channel.”
When I went to see Joe Biden,
Dr. Jill Biden, and Dr. Jane Lynch
speak at Dartmouth on September
21, I witnessed several Hanover
High students being interviewed by
Fox News. The reporter was interrogating the students, trying to turn
anything they said against the Vice
President or President. He clearly
was trying to take advantage of
what fifteen-year-olds said to turn
it into what his viewers wanted to
see.
Competing, with Fox News
is CNN. They tend to cast a negative light upon the Republican candidates and in the past have been
known for skewing polling results
in Obama’s favor. A recent example
of their bias is a coverage piece
published after Sarah Palin visited a
Chick-fil-A restaurant. They started
the piece playing the song “Stupid
Girls” by Pink, and then said that
Palin went in “hungry for controversy and chicken,” adding to their
history of broadcasting negative remarks towards Sarah Palin.
How does a viewer know
which news show is unbiased and
contains accurate information?
Some news sources are known to be
unbiased politically, such as Good
Morning America and USA Today.
Now, more than ever, news sourc-

es are making an effort to always
have fact-checkers on hand, ready
to verify or disprove anything the
reporters or candidates are saying.
But really, what is the deal
with all of this? When people become reporters, don’t they want
to report the real news stories? In
my opinion it looks as if the battle
is not only between the two potential candidates, but is also fought
in the media. In addition to fighting with each other, many media
sources have now become outlets
for endorsing candidates, simply
by giving them positive feedback.
Is it each news source’s right
to express their opinions? Or does
the bias create an uneven playing
field? The first amendment alone
gives media both the freedom of
speech and the freedom of the
press, but does that extend to giving their full opinions, and potentially influencing others’ opinions?
It seems as if people really enjoy
the biased sources, because they
know that they will hear news supporting their opinions. Most people
only like to hear the positive things
about their candidate of choice,
making it much easier to stand
behind that candidate, and consequently believe in their party.
In the end, it is every voter’s
responsibility to find reliable, unbiased sources to get the real facts
on each issue. It is every person’s
choice whether to listen to, watch,
and read factual information or to
only pay attention to one’s own
opinion.
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Name: Andrea Granger
Position: Administrative Assistant (replacing Katie King on maternity leave)
Q: Where were you working this time last year?
A:I had just started consulting for a software company, Symphony
Learning, where I wrote math questions for a year.
Q: What would you like students to know about you?
A:I’m on their side, no matter how unlikely that seems to them at the time.
Q: What are your first impressions of HHS?
A: This school is amazing and so unusual! The students exude
individuality, intelligence and integrity.
Q: What is your favorite extracurricular activity?
A: ’m a Bridge fanatic! I love games and puzzles.
Q: Do you have any favorite quotes?
A: “Be the change you wish to see in the world.” attributed to Gandhi. or
“If you can talk, you can sing. If you can walk, you can dance.”
Name: Rob Gere
Position: Technical Support Specialist
Q: Where were you working this time last year?
A: I was self-employed as a technical support specialist & photographer.
Q: What would you like students to know about you?
A: I am easy to work with and willing to answer any questions brought up
about technical issues.
Q: What are your first impressions of HHS?
A: My first impressions of HHS were that it is a very busy place.
Q: What is your favorite extracurricular activity?
A: My favorite extracurricular activity is photography. Before this job, I
was a photographer for thirty years. I mostly do general photography and
not a particular topic like sports or wildlife.
Q: Do you have any favorite books?
A: I am currently reading Game of Thrones (a fantasy novel) and I am
enjoying it.

Name: Dale Cloutier
Position: Special Education Assistant
Q: Where were you working this time last year?
A: I started the year working at Lebanon High School and then transferred
to the Junior High.
Q: What would you like students to know about you?
A: I love baseball and the Red Sox.
Q: What are your first impressions of HHS?
A; Really good positive energy! Nice students. Everyone works to be academically successful.
Q: What is your favorite extracurricular activity?
A: I enjoy biking.
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Interviews by Joel Anderson, Aset Foster, Liz Haas, Paul Hurford, Conrad
Koehler, Rocco Linehan, Cullen McCutcheon, Grey Mills, Matt Robertson, Kelsey
Smith, Hayden Young.
Name: Bill Chappelle
Position: Special Education Assistant
Q: Where were you working this time last year?
A: Hartford Middle School.
Q: What would you like students to know about you?
A: If they ever need help, I’m here for them.
Q: What are your first impressions of HHS?
A: Very relaxed and tension-free; other high schools can be more
tense.
Q: What is your favorite extracurricular activity?
A: Acting in plays. This November, I will be in a play called Sylvia at
Shaker Bridge Theater in Enfield, N.H.
Q: Do you have any favorite quotes?
A: “No matter where you go, there you are.” Walter Chappelle (my
uncle), originally from Confucius

Name: Seth Goodwin
Position: Social Studies teacher
Q: Where were you working this time last year?
A: I was finishing a graduate degree at Dartmouth. My thesis was on the
removal of Cherokees from Georgia. Before that, I was a Social Studies
teacher at Sharon Academy.
Q: What would you like students to know about you?
A: I’m passionate about history and current events, and about bringing
this into the classroom. My interest in social studies began for me as a
child, and has grown through experiences such as travel.
Q: What are your first impressions of HHS?
A: The architecture, light and open space that was present, especially
in the atrium, gave me a good first impression. I was also struck by the
courtesy and politeness exhibited by the students and staff - how people
actually knew one’s name and greeted each other.
Q: What is your favorite extracurricular activity?
A: All things outdoors- like rock climbing, hiking and biking.
Name: Dagmar Kuehlert
Position: Teacher Intern for Mrs. Postans
Q: Where were you working this time last year?
A: I was a substitute teacher at the high school in Math, German, and
Chemistry regularly, but only once for biology.
Q: What would you like students to know about you?
A: I like biology, but I studied biochemistry and molecular biology. So
please don’t ask me to hold any cockroaches.
Q: What are your first impressions of HHS?
A: Having been a substitute teacher, a parent, and now a teaching intern,
I have seen many different sides of the school.
Q: What is your favorite extracurricular activity?
A: I enjoy baking and quilting.
Q: Do you have any favorite quotes?
A: Something along the lines of “if you don’t get it the first time, try
again!”
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Name: Timothy Kurtz
Position: Math Teacher
Q: Where were you working this time last year?
A: At the New Hampshire Department of Education.
Q: What would you like students to know about you?
A: I like to participate in thought experiments.
Q: What are your first impressions of HHS?
A: The students are nice and serious about learning. I have also noticed
that there is minimal bullying between students.
Q: What is your favorite extracurricular activity?
A: Thought experiments, like Einstein’s famous experiment with the
spaceships and the clocks, about the Theory of Relativity.
Q: Favorite quote?
A: “Just because I don’t know anything about it, doesn’t mean I don’t have
an opinion.” ~ Mr. Kurtz

Name: Katrina McCurley
Position: Ed-Assistant in Foreign Language
Q: Where were you working this time last year?
A: I was a reference librarian at Concord Public Library.
Q: What would you like students to know about you?
A: I usually have candy in my desk. I also love children’s books; they’re
beautiful.
Q: What are your first impressions of HHS?
A: This school is very welcoming and everyone is very nice.
Q: What is your favorite extracurricular activity?
A: I like running, reading, and napping.
Q: Do you have any favorite quotes?
A: Anything by Harper Lee. I love that author.

Name: Melissa Minsberg
Position: Learning Specialist
Q: Where were you working this time last year?
A: Last year I was in Virginia, just outside of D.C., teaching first through
fifth graders.
Q: What would you like students to know about you?
A: I like to travel and to experience new cultures, food, and music.
Q: What are your first impressions of HHS?
A: It’s a great school with innumerable opportunities for students and
staff alike. The staff is dedicated, and I’m amazed by the involvement of
the student body.
Q: What is your favorite extracurricular activity?
A: I enjoy spending time outside, cooking, watching hockey, reading and
playing trivia and board games. I’m looking forward to my next international trip!
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Name: Mary Alice Osborne
Position: Librarian (replacing Ms. Eakin for maternity leave)
Q: Where were you working this time last year?
A: In Genoa, Italy at the International School there.
Q: What would you like students to know about you?
A: I am open-minded and want to help students. I enjoy talking about
global issues and how they affect us.
Q: What are your first impressions of HHS?
A: Very positive energy.
Q: What is your favorite extracurricular activity?
A: Exploring other countries and cultures—I have traveled extensively,
living in Tunisia, China, Saudi Arabia and Italy.
Q: Do you have any favorite quotes?
A: “I am always doing that which I cannot do in order that I may learn
how to do it.”
Pablo Picasso
Name: Jennifer Quevedo
Position: PE Teacher
Q: Where were you working this time last year?
A: The Richmond Middle School
Q: What would you like students to know about you?
A: I love it when they make me laugh, which is often, and I love getting to
see how much they all have matured and grown into themselves since the
last time I taught them. They also should know that I really don’t care if
they call me Ms. Hilbert or Mrs. Quevedo, just as long as they say “hi” to
me when I see them around.
Q: What is your favorite extracurricular activity?
A: I could never choose just one. What makes me happy is seeing the
students embracing the activities they love and connect with.
Q: Do you have any favorite quotes?
A: “Whatever you can do, or dream, you can begin it. Boldness has genius,
power and magic.” - Goethe
Name: Anna Wearn
Position: Foreign Language Teaching Intern with Ms. Prendergast
Q: Where were you working this time last year?
A: I was a Dartmouth student.
Q: What are your first impressions of HHS?
A: The students are very hardworking. They have a lot of freedom and
responsibility and lead really busy lives. As a community, they are very
respectful.
Q: What is your favorite extracurricular activity?
A: I really like outdoor adventure—hiking, canoeing, and rock climbing. I
was the student director of OLE (Outdoor Leadership Experience) through
the Tucker Foundation and a leader in the Dartmouth Outing Club.
Q: Do you have any favorite quotes?
A: “Twenty years from now, you will regret more the things you didn’t do
more than the ones you did. So throw off the bowlines, sail away from
the safe harbor, catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore, dream, discover.” - Mark Twain

Look for more interviews in next issue!
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by Luke Strohbehn

Spaniards eat dinner very late at
night and for them meals represent
social time.
The farewell dinner, hosted
by Clare Synder and her family, was
a great send-off. The theme was a
Thanksgiving meal, and for most of
the Spanish students, this was the
first turkey and pumpkin pie they
had ever eaten. After dinner, the
Spanish students entertained everyone with beautiful Spanish Flamenco dancing and Spanish poetry.
We want to thank all the
Spanish teachers for organizing an
amazing, very organized, fun exchange program. Their guidance,
flexibility and patience have made
this program an enormous success.
It was rewarding to learn about
Spain and its culture first-hand
from the perspective of students
who live there. It was an honor for
our school to host the students.
We will have wonderful memories
and friendships to last a lifetime.
As students learn more about one
another, we gained a deeper appreciation for both cultures. It is
this inter-cultural educational experience that challenges us to learn
about the world and expand our
knowledge.
Goodbye to Paula, Alba, Sara,
Mario, José Luis, Victor, Alexandra,
Carlos, Pablo, Clara, Immaculada,
Inés, Carlos, Iván, Paula, Noelia,
Carlos, Raquel, Luisa and Pedro
Luis. We will miss you all and look
forward to seeing you in Málaga,
Spain in April 2013.

On September 4, 2012, twenty
Spanish high school students and
two teachers arrived from Spain to
spend 3 weeks with Hanover High
School host families.
For the last 22 years, Hanover
High School has participated in a
“homestay exchange” program with
Instituto Gerald Brenen high school
in Alhaurín de la Torre, Málaga, located in southern Spain. The Mano
a Mano (Hand-to-Hand) Exchange
Program is an exciting and rewarding experience to welcome Spanish
students and introduce them to
our culture.
The Spanish and American
students were paired based on similar interests and preferences. With
an early exchange of emails, communication via Facebook and email
between the students started long
before our Spanish friends arrived
in this country.
Many preliminary meetings
to explain the responsibilities and
expectations of the host family and
student occured. Much work by the
Foreign Language Department went
into planning a fun-filled, exciting,
educational experience for the students and their host family.
The adventure started with a
welcome potluck dinner at Ethan
Winter’s house, followed by a few
days of classes at HHS and tours
of Dartmouth College. Several busy
field trips were organized for the
Spaniards to experience New Eng-

Spanish students with HHS Students. Photo courtesy of Sarah Polidor
land, including trips to New York
City; Burlington, VT; Portsmouth,
Manchester and Lebanon, NH; and
Boston, MA. Shopping trips were a
highlight for the Spaniards because
many things are less expensive in
the US than in Spain, especially
electronics and pharmacies like
CVS, “because they have so many
things and everything is so cheap,”
one student noted. And last but
not least, on a beautiful sunny day,
the Spaniards hiked to the top of
Mt Cardigan, where they were treated to a gorgeous panoramic view of
the NH mountains.
In addition to their road trips
and shopping, the students liked
being included in their host family’s daily life, doing all the regularly
scheduled activities of an American family. They were involved in

the household chores, cooking,
setting the table, doing dishes, gardening, trips to the dump, grocery
shopping, and stacking wood piles.
Outings with the host families also
included apple picking, the Tunbridge Fair, movies at the Nugget
and the Dartmouth HOP, HHS football and soccer games and the Norwich Farmers’ Market.
We learned that Hispanic
cultures appreciate the art of conversation. They had varying levels
of expertise in English, but they
all loved to talk and laugh and everyone’s English improved during
their visit. One of the host students,
Ila, noted that “family is really important there (in Spain).” Students
spent a lot of time talking about
their families and communicated
with them often. We learned that

After 2007, the Red Sox
remained a baseball powerhouse
until the end of the 2011 season,
in which the Red Sox blew a ninegame lead as well as their spot in
the post-season playoffs. Their reputation was further tarnished when
some of the players were reported
drinking beer and eating chicken
nuggets in the clubhouse during
games. As a result, Manager Terry
Francona stepped down. With new
management comes change. In the
2011-2012 offseason, the Red Sox
hired Bobby Valentine to replace
Francona as manager.
Valentine takes the same
old-school approach he used when
managing the Mets in the 1980s. He
is accustomed to managing during
an era when the players didn’t necessarily have to like the managers
they played for. Valentine’s manner
of coaching the Red Sox makes it
so that the players don’t like him

and don’t want to play for him. The
day Valentine took over, pitcher
Jonathan Papelbon signed a huge
deal with the Philadelphia Phillies.
Then, in the middle of the season,
after third baseman Kevin Youkilis
and Valentine couldn’t get along,
Youkilis was traded to the Chicago
White Sox. Finally, their third star,
pitcher Josh Beckett, one of the
suspected culprits in the 2011 performance meltdown, was traded in
a massive seven player deal with
the Los Angles Dodgers.
After the meltdown in 2011,
2012 hasn’t shaped up to be what
the team wanted. The Boston Red
Sox always have high hopes for the
themselves, but after 155 games,
the Red Sox are 69-86. This is a
problem for a team that went 9072 last year.
After all this upheaval, the
real question the Red Sox Nation
wants to know is: what is the next

What’s Next for the Red Sox?

by Christopher Stocken

In Major League Baseball,
players have their good and bad
days, and teams have their good
and bad seasons. Some teams
dominate their leagues for decades at a time, others reign for a
few years, and some teams live in
a perpetual slump. All successful
teams have one thing in common:
good team management. In 2004,
after a drought of 86 years without a World Series Championship,
the Boston Red Sox won. It was all
about the team management bringing in amazing players such as Curt
Schilling, Pedro Martinez, and Kevin Youkilis. The Red Sox remained
dominant over the next three years,
and in 2007 they won another
World Series. This success was primarily credited to their headlining
stars, Jonathan Papelbon, Kevin
Youkilis and Josh Becket, who have
played for the Red Sox until just recently.

move going to be for the Red Sox?
Are they falling apart? According
to Craig Uryase, a Hanover High
School Senior and baseball player,
the “players don’t respect Valentine.” Uryase thinks that the current General Manager is fine, but
the team needs a new manager.
Some names he suggests are Jim
Leyland and Mike Sosa.
In contrast, Tim Berube, a
social studies teacher at Hanover
High School, thinks that Bobby Valentine should stay. He believes that
Valentine hasn’t had enough time
to interact with his team. Berube
acknowledges that Valentine was
thrown into a spot that is tough for
even the most talented managers.
Only time will tell the future of the Red Sox and their manager Bobby Valentine, and the Red
Sox Nation will be eagerly waiting
with high hopes for next season.
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While Hanover has moved up
a division this year, they have also
left many teams behind. Their exrival, and big competitor, Lebanon
will not make the jump with them
and will be missed. Hanover had a
strong connection with Lebanon,
and many people are upset that
such a fun and exciting rivalry is
over.
“Whenever a school has a
good rivalry, and it must end, it’s
a shame,” said Hanover’s Athletic
Director, Mike Jackson.
Even without a big rivalry, Hanover has been still doing well in
division one, with hopes of bringing home a championship, after
giving coach Rob Grabill the 100th
win of his Hanover soccer career.
“The Marauders will be ready
to meet the challenge. This is why

they joined Division One. This is
what they have been training for,”
said Grabill. Coach Grabill seems
very sure of his team, and after
their games in the past few weeks,
he has good reason.
“We are very deep,” said junior Daniel Hazlett. “If we move
the ball fast, and stick to our strategy, we could be really good.” Daniel has been playing striker on the
team for three years now, making
varsity freshman year. “I am really
excited to play together, and have
fun with the team off of the field
too,” he adds.
“In this league, one game can
make all the difference,” emphasizes Coach Grabill. Each win the Marauders earn brings them one step
closer to the playoffs.

by Zoe Granizo-Mackenzie

This past summer I went
to Fencing Summer Nationals in
Anaheim, California. During the
months leading up to Nationals, I
trained and worked out at a gym to
get ready, because the competition
is hard, and it takes patience, experience and a lot of serious training
to do well at that level of competi-

Zoe (left) hits her opponent.
Photo courtesy of Zoe

Top: Rope swings along the Connecticut River is how many students at
HHS enjoyed their summer. Pictured: Rocco Linehan by Alec Murphy
Bottom: Summer canoe trip with the Norwich Boy Scout troop, on the
Connecticut river. Photo Courtesy of Conrad Koehler
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tion. Most fencers there are very serious and go to win. I also attended
many tournaments in preparation
for Nationals, including competitions in New York, Boston, Canada,
and Burlington. I have also gone to
a few North American Cups tournaments, which required traveling
far away. The last tournament I attended was in Salt Lake City, Utah.
One of the cons of fencing is
that all the traveling makes it an expensive sport. If fencers get really
serious and want to compete at a
national level, such competition is
required. I am very serious about
fencing and, as I want get better
and gain more experience, I have to
go to most of the national tournaments. In order to make this possible, I have to contribute money
to my parents to help pay for these
expensive tournaments. It also
takes a lot of time and money for
me to practice, since my club and
my coach are in Boston and I travel
there once a week. I would go more
if I could, but it takes four hours
back and forth and the commute
can be very tiring. In the end, all of
my driving, training, and workingout really paid off at Summer Nationals.
I knew I was good enough to
make the “top eight.” These fencers are awarded medals, new ratings and t-shirts that say “National
Finalist.” Getting to the top eight

had been one of my goals for a long
time, and I was very proud of myself when I made it. It took a lot of
hard work to get there.
I get nervous at all tournaments, but I become even more
nervous at National tournaments.
Sometimes I get so nervous that I
just don’t want to fence anymore,
and it’s hard for me to move
on the strip. When I get that
anxious, I try to tell myself
not to care about where I
place. Instead, I just to try
to fence well and learn from
my mistakes. That’s one of
the most important things
in fencing: a fencer can’t focus on where they place, but
instead must focus on each
bout and how they fence.
Also with fencing, and in
competitive sports in general, athletes usually think of
their good days and bad days depending on where they place and if
they are happy with that standing.
I fenced in Division Two and
had a really good day. In my pool
I won five matches and lost only
one. A pool is where a fencer is put
based on their rating, and, depending on how they do, it rates what
place they are in Direct Elimination
(DE). If a competitor loses their first
DE, then he or she is out.
The number of levels within
a Direct Elimination depends on
how many fencers are competing.
For example, if 64 people compete,
the top 32 would compete in the
next round and so on.
My first DE was not that
hard; it was against someone I had
never fenced. However, I get really nervous in every bout I fence
so it’s never really easy either. In
the middle of the bout, the strip I
was using had problems so I had
to wait about ten minutes before it
got fixed, which was annoying and
made me more nervous. I won by
a score of 15-7. My third DE was a
lot harder then all of my previous
DE bouts, but I won that one too,
which placed me in the top 8. Then,
I fenced for top four. I lost, but it
was a very close bout. The final
score was 15-13. At the end of the
day, I placed 5th out of 113 people overall. It was a good day, and
it felt amazing to be on a National
podium!

