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without urinating.” The discussion then 
closed, and the motion passed.

The next step in the process was for the 
Student Life Committee to research the 
student body’s opinion on the change of 
the school mascot. Then-freshman An-
drew Heffernan claimed to remember 
filling out a poll about the mascot vote. 

The following week, the Council leader-
ship had changed and the new moderator, 
Jordy Green, led the subsequent repealing 
of the motion. However, the previous 
meeting had still left the directive to the 
Student Life Committee to investigate the 
student body’s opinion on the change of 
mascot, which is likely where the survey 
that Heffernan remembers came from.

Although this mascot change was done 
partly out of feelings of underachieve-

Precedent for Mascot Change Involves... Precedent for Mascot Change Involves... 
Sloths?Sloths?

By Zane Schiffman (‘22) and Ben Wagner (‘21)
Adolescent Mental Health Adolescent Mental Health 

Amidst a PandemicAmidst a Pandemic
By Alice Rodi (‘21)

In November, End the Silence—Hanover 
High’s suicide awareness committee—sent out 
a school-wide questionnaire in order to survey 
students about their mental health. 

Considering that we are in the midst of an era 
of political hyperpolarization, racial strife, and 
economic downfall, as well as a global pan-
demic (in case you’ve forgotten), to say this is 
a stressful time would be an understatement. 
Therefore, End the Silence wanted to assess 
how our school, faculty, and organizations 
within the community are working to relieve 
some of the stress students are facing. 

Humans are social beings, and long-term isola-
tion has drastic implications on mental health. 
Being alone can increase the risk for develop-
ing mental illness, and for those already strug-
gling, a lack of socializing can worsen their 
condition. According to Nih.gov., “an increase 
in domestic violence and abuse during this 

In a Council meeting in May of 1986, a 
motion was brought to change the Ha-
nover High mascot from the Marauders 
to the Three-Toed Sloths. Although this 
motion passed, no historical record of the 
motion passing exists other than the sto-
ries told by the members of the body. The 
motion was repealed during the following 
meeting.

Michael Richardson claimed credit for the 
creation of the motion on a recent Face-
book recollection of the event. Richardson 
stated that “the year was winding down, 
and the Council had slipped from its hey-
day…Things just seemed dour and flat.” 
He continued, “the class of ‘86 was just 
goofy. We had to do something. It seemed 
like a way to make the world properly 
warped.”

The motion passing had a great deal to do 
with a peculiar statement made by Kevin 
Finney during the deliberation: Finney, 
when discussing the idea of the three-
toed sloth, said that “sloths can go 3 weeks 

Continued Page 2

1/18: Civil Rights Day

1/19-1/22: End of Semester Exams

1/25: Quarter 2 ends

2/15: President’s Day

2/15-2/19: February Break

Continued Page 8

Discussion on changing the HHS mascot began early in this school year. This ar-
ticle details some of the history behind the Maurader. 

https://theconversation.com/sloths-are-far-more-adaptable-than-we-realised-109841



pandemic further exposes adolescents to 
risks of developing mental health prob-
lems.” Today’s economic state also has an 
impact on the mental health of adolescents 
and adults alike: job cuts have put an addi-
tional strain on parents and children, forc-
ing them to look for employment elsewhere 
and/or make major financial changes. 

Uncertainty, sleep problems, fear of getting 
the virus, loss of loved ones, worries about 
the future, isolation, trauma, and grief are 
just some of the mental health issues im-
pacting adolescents due to the pandemic. 
An ActiveMinds report found that 20% of 
college students surveyed said that their 
mental health had significantly worsened 
under COVID-19, and 80% had experi-
enced some negative impact on their men-
tal health. 38% among all students said that 
having troubles with focusing on studies or 
schoolwork was most stressful, and chang-
ing their daily routine due to the pandemic 
was a major challenge. Further, A CDC re-
port from earlier this fall found that out of 
5,400 people, 25% of respondents between 
the ages of 18 and 24 had contemplated 
suicide in the previous 30 days. 

Examining the repercussions of COVID 
in our own school, nearly 40% of Hanover 
High School students surveyed said that it 
was either challenging or very challeng-
ing to return to in-person learning, 30% 
said it was neither challenging nor easy, 
and 30% said it was either very easy or 
somewhat easy. Students reported con-
cerns about their “workload,” “staying 
organized,” and the stress of school work 
and tests in their transition from online 
to in-person school.

Fortunately, however, 80% of students re-
ported that they have felt either supported

or very supported by their teachers in 
coming back to school. Respondents also 
expressed their gratitude for the changes 
some teachers have made since remote 
learning in the spring, such as adding 
breaks during class for mindfulness, having 
a clearer organization of class plans and due 
dates, and being more flexible with exten-
sions and times to meet outside of class.

Looking forward, Hanover students also 
have some suggestions for remote learning, 
if we go back: students hope that teachers 
will continue to provide time to check in 
individually, and have “zoom discussions 
instead of lectures so online school is more 
engaging.”

So what about us? As classmates, friends, So what about us? As classmates, friends, 
and lab-partners, what can we do?and lab-partners, what can we do?

1) Watch for warning signs: a decrease in 
motivation, changes in sleep patterns and 
appetite, and voluntary self-isolation may 
indicate a bigger problem. Make sure to 
recognize these signs in yourself, too. 

2) Talk it out: just being available to talk to 
those around you can help to relieve some 
of their stress and anxiety. 

3) Take time for yourself: understand that 
you may need more rest, and make sure to 
take breaks when necessary. Learn to be 
kind to yourself, and practice self-forgive-
ness.

End the SilenceEnd the Silence is a committee made up of HHS 
students and staff working to promote awareness 
and a broader understanding of mental health. It is 
our goal to provide a space where everyone feels ac-
cepted and heard. We aim to address mental health 
within our school and community by starting 
critical conversations about stigma, mental illness, 
and more. We also hope to foster more general 
understanding between one another, and, in doing 
so, strive to make Hanover a happier, healthier, 
and safer place. Please email katharinestannard@
hanovernorwichschools.org or alicerodi@hanover-
norwichschools.org for more information!

Page 02Page 02 https://www.thementalhealthfund.org

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 
1-800-273-8255

Crisis-Suicide Hotline: 1-800-273-
TALK.

Crisis Text Line: 741741

    https://www.nami.org/Your-Journey/Teens-Young-Adults

ADOLESCENT MENTAL HEALTH cont. ADOLESCENT MENTAL HEALTH cont. 

  COVID Vaccines in   COVID Vaccines in 
HanoverHanover

      By Indigo Coylewright 
Nearly 10 months after the beginning of quar-
antine in March of 2020, the COVID vaccine 
has been developed and the CDC has begun 
Phase 1 of distributing the vaccine to health 
care and frontline workers around the US.

This vaccine is slightly different than most oth-
er vaccines. Instead of using a weakened ver-
sion of the virus, it uses mRNA in order for the 
cells to construct a spike protein which is found 
on the surface of the virus that causes COVID. 
These vaccines, created by Pfizer and Moderna,

Continued Page 3
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Winter Sports UpdateWinter Sports Update
    By Jack Crandell (‘21)

Would you like to become a Broadside reporter, take 
photos for the paper, or submit an Opinion or Essay? 
Find us during our weekly Wednesday Zoom meet-
ings during activity period OR contact us at 
broadside@hanovernorwichschools.org! Page 03Page 03

With new COVID requirements and con-
stantly updating regulations, almost every-
thing is up in the air and can change multi-
ple times within a single week.

The HHS athletic department has been 
working especially hard during these times 
to make sure students will be able to partic-
ipate in sports, but the winter sports season 
consists of predominantly indoor activities. 
So how does the administration make these 
sports COVID safe to participate in? To 
answer this question, I talked with Megan 
Sobel, Hanover’s Athletic director.

For starters, anyone participating in any 
sport must wear a mask at all times, per-
form temperature checks before practices, 
and answer regulatory questions about 
symptoms, similar to protocol in the fall. 

“Coaches will take a required COVID train-
ing course” to prepare for a season of many
new changes, says Ms. Sobel.

In addition to these changes due to COVID, 
the same school-sanctioned sports as last 
year–boys and girls basketball, boys and 
girls hockey, skiing, indoor track, and 
swimming–are available to participate in, 
with the exception of unified basketball, 
which would gather students from different 

schools to play together. Although practices 
for some sports have already begun, the 
NHIA has determined that for Division 2, 
sports games will start on January 11, and 
Division 1 games will begin January 15. As
for fans attending games, the administra-
tion has not yet settled on a specific idea, 
but is leaning towards the same procedure 
as indoor sports in the fall, which allowed 
no fans. They are considering other options 
because more winter sports take place in-
side, whereas in the fall only volleyball was 
indoors. 

Overall, Ms. Sobel said she was “grate-
ful that [the administration] can provide 
sports” to students in this stressful time and 
allow for after-school activities that bring 
people together (while social distancing, of 
course).

The HHS girls hockey team takes a picture 
outside Campion Rink.
 PC: hhsgirls_hockey (Instagram)

Some members of the HHS girls basket-
ball team talk during practice. 
PC: hhsgirlsbball (Instagram)

The HHS boys hockey team takes a picture in 
Campion Rink.
 PC: hanoverboyshockey (Instagram)

COVID VACCINES cont. from page 2COVID VACCINES cont. from page 2
were recently finalized and approved by the 
CDC.
   
Nh.gov says that for Phase 1a the vaccine 
should be distributed to “at-risk health work-
ers, residents of long-term care facilities and 
first responders.” Mt. Ascutney, Gifford medical 
center, and Dartmouth-Hitchcock are just a few 
of the local hospitals in New Hampshire that 
received doses this December.

On December 16th, Dartmouth-Hitchcock
received the first 250 of 885 doses of the 
COVID vaccine. Many HHS students have 

parents who work at the hospital and have 
already been vaccinated or are up for the next 
shipment. 

One problem that has arisen is the storing and
shipping of the vaccine. The vaccine must be 
stored in temperatures around negative 100 
degrees fahrenheit. Because of this, the vaccine  
is shipped out in small quantities so that the
hospitals can adequately distribute them to 
doctors, nurses and patients.

So when can you expect to be vaccinated? For 
most people who aren’t frontline workers and

don’t have underlying health concerns, you 
should expect to receive the vaccine between 
late spring and summer depending on the 
speed at which the vaccines can be created and 
shipped out.

Julia Cook, who works at DHMC, gets her first COVID 
vaccine.



What Does HHS Think of the Electoral College?What Does HHS Think of the Electoral College?
By Alice Rodi (‘21)

The Electoral College is a system by which 
each state selects a certain number of elec-
tors (or delegates) that is proportional to the 
state’s population, with the goal of each state 
having equal representation. When citizens 
cast their vote, they are not voting directly for 
a candidate, but rather for a slate of delegates. 
This method has been in place for hundreds of 
years, and is considered a staple of American 
democracy. 

However, in recent decades, citizens have be-
gun to question its efficacy. 

“Outdated,” “unfair,” and “racist” are just 
some of the terms opponents of the Electoral 
College have used to characterize it over the 
years. Some argue that the Electoral College 
does not represent the ideals of the citizens it 
was designed to serve, and for good reason: 
five presidential candidates have been elected 
through the Electoral College without win-
ning the popular vote. Two of these cases have 
occured in just the past two decades (2000 and 
2016).

But wanting to change the system is not a nov-
el idea—over 700 proposals have been intro-
duced to alter or abolish the Electoral College 
since its inception. The College has never been 
popular amongst third-party voters, nor those 
in more populous states whose votes weigh 
less than those of citizens in smaller states (for 
example, although D.C. has a greater popula-
tion than Wyoming, both have three electoral 
votes).

Another significant issue with the Electoral 
College stems from its roots in voter suppres-
sion and racism.

Following the Civil War, although former 
slaves were counted as “whole” persons for 
Electoral College purposes (and thus tech-
nically able to vote), they were discouraged 
from voting due Black voter suppression 
through Jim Crow laws. This gave Southern 
states an advantage in population count be-
cause they were given electoral votes for both 
their non-voting former slaves in addition 
to their voting white populations, allotting 
them representation for people they weren’t 
actually representing. This “‘further inflated 
the electoral count of people who were not 
representing all the people in their state…. so 
the Electoral College became a pillar of white 
supremacy’” (Monmouth.edu).

Curious as to what HHS students and staff 
think of the current system, I created a survey 
on the Electoral College, asking if we should Page 04Page 04

keep it, whom it benefits, and what could be 
done to change it. 

76.5 percent of respondents recommended 
that the Electoral College be abolished, 12.7 
percent voted “no”, and 10.8 percent said they 
weren’t sure. Additionally, 52 percent argued 
that their vote definitely matters; 33.3 percent 
established that it somewhat matters; and 4.9 
percent claimed that their vote has no real 
bearing on election results. Most of those who 
proposed changing the system advocated for 
a direct, popular vote (in which the majority 
rules), and several also suggested a ranked-
choice system as an alternative. The vast 
majority of respondents contended that the 
Electoral College benefits rural populations, 
swing states, and/or Republicans. 

Rebecca Berger, for example, wrote, “the elec-
toral college benefits more rural states with a 
smaller population, and because of the demo-
graphic of the two parties (Democrats tend to 
live in cities, Republicans tend to live in more 
rural areas), the system ends up benefitting 
the Republican party.” 

In addition to describing the political parties 
that find the Electoral College advantageous, 
many respondents also spoke to the states that 
benefit from it. “Take for instance, California,” 
Matias Lee wrote, “[which has a population 
of] nearly 40 million people, so therefore it 
receives 55 electoral votes. On the other hand, 
a state like Rhode Island has 4 electoral votes 
and about 1 million people. So that’s 1.375 
electoral votes per million people in Califor-
nia, and 4 electoral votes per million people in 
Rhode Island. This gives the voices of people 
in Rhode Island more power over the voices in 
California.”

Further, Seiji Peterson argued, “we should 
act according to what most Americans want, 
instead of putting less value to citizen’s wants, 
hopes, and needs just because they come from 
a more populated state.” Likewise, Julia Horan 
wrote, “I think that every vote should carry 
equal weight… With the electoral college, 
less voting power is given to states with huge 
populations.” She also spoke to her status as a 
citizen of a state that is consistently Democrat-
ic: “coming from Vermont, voting can some 
times seem almost pointless because Vermont 
will most likely always be a blue state.”

Moreover, Dylan Kotlowitz and Charlotte 
Sturm spoke of the system’s origins: Charlotte 
wrote, “its roots go back to the slave era,” and 
Dylan agreed, writing, “the electoral college 
is based on a flawed and fundamentally racist 
system. By proportionally affording more elec-
toral votes to rural states, it disenfranchises 
urban voters, who are typically more diverse 
and more likely to vote Democratic… It is im-
portant to understand that it is not an inher-
ently partisan vehicle; rather, it is an inherent-
ly racist vehicle, and the two parties choose 
to utilize it in different ways.” He also brought 
up the fact that the system disproportionately 
benefits swing states: “[it] allows for electoral 
strategies wherein certain states (Pennsylva-
nia, Florida, etc.) are prioritized over others 
who are thought to be safely Democratic or 
Republican…. By affording the rural and Rust 
Belt states more votes, the Electoral College 
prioritizes the swing states, which are more 
often composed of white voters.”  

However, not all Hanover students and staff 
believe that the system is biased, meritless, or 
unjust. Take Joseph Rudd, for example, who 
said, “the electoral college is a good way to 
‘spread the wealth’ among all states,” or Joseph 
Richter, who wrote, “the Electoral College 
gives the minority party a larger say in presi-
dential elections. It causes candidates to try to 
represent the ideologies of the whole public 
instead of playing to the population’s majority 
ideology. The electoral college not only pro-
motes more balanced candidates… but it also 
causes candidates to open up more about their 
beliefs.”

Regardless of what you think about the sys-
tem, it is clear that the debate is far from over: 
even within the Hanover High School com-
munity, there are large differences between 
students in terms of what they believe about 
the fairness, efficacy, and legitimacy of the 
Electoral College. 

Thank you to everyone who responded to my survey: I appreciate your in-depth and 
thoughtful answers. Even to those whose responses were not featured in the article, I 
thank you for your contributions and for taking the time to partake in the various polls 
throughout the questionnaire. (See, your vote does matter!)



The 2020 Presidential election was mon-
umental and enlightening in many ways. 
For one, the US saw an incredible increase 
in voter participation and citizen engage-
ment: Biden’s 81 million votes and Trump’s 
74 million votes are, respectively, the first 
and second most votes for a candidate in US 
history. With 66.4% of eligible voters turning 
out to the polls, both candidates beat Barack 
Obama’s 69,498,516 votes in 2008, when the 
44th President faced off against the late John 
McCain, a Republican senator from Arizona.  
This increase is due, in large part, to the efforts 
of grassroots organizers in battleground states 
(Stacey Abrams, and her organizations Fair 
Fight and the New Georgia Project, helped to 
register 800,000 new voters) and to the ease of 
casting a ballot due to the prevalence of early 
and absentee voting. The incredible results 
achieved by grassroots organizers and voting 
rights organizations are even more impressive 
when large-scale voter suppression schemes, 
such as President Trump’s and postmaster 
general Louis DeJoy’s push to back up mail-in 
ballots by defunding the USPS, are taken into 
account. 

Record-Setting Voting and Polarized VotersRecord-Setting Voting and Polarized Voters
                By Julia Cook (‘21)

Page 05Page 05

Sadly, the other great takeaway is the extent 
and insidious nature of America’s growing 
political (and ideological) polarization. With 
greater political engagement comes great-
er investment in results: 77% of registered 
voters think that 2020’s presidential election 
matters more than previous elections, up 
six percentage points from 2016’s responses. 
And rightly so, as issues ranging from climate 
change policy, racial inequality, COVID-19 
response, housing, police brutality, and edu-
cation are heavily affected by the outcome of 
national and local elections. However, not all 
candidates and voters share the same beliefs 
regarding the best way to move forward and 
heal America, with 74% of Biden voters saying 
that “it is a lot more difficult” to be a Black 
person in this country than to be a White 
person, while only 9% of Trump voters say the 
same. This polarization is demonstrated again 
in attitudes towards climate change: according 
to Pew Research Center data, 68% of Biden 
voters indicated that climate change would be 
very important to their vote, while, for Trump 
voters, climate change ranked last in impor-
tance out of 12 issues addressed, with only

11% naming it as a key factor in their vote. 
So, while voters agree that the outcome of the 
election is important, the similarities seem to 
start and end there.

Despite the voter coalitions’ fundamentally 
different views on key issues, American voters 
do have some common ground: 84% of Trump 
voters and 66% of Biden voters reported that 
the economy would be a top voting issue for 
them. Although the two groups differ in their 
approaches to addressing America’s economic 
crisis (Republicans are evenly split between 
wanting to open businesses, regardless of 
COVID-19 cases, and reducing infection rates 
before reopening, while 94% of Democrats 
prefer the latter), this shred of unity is what 
President-elect Joe Biden must cling to as he 
appeals to both sides of the political divide: as 
he said in his first post-victory speech, “I will 
work to be a president who seeks not to divide 
but unify. I won’t see red states and blue states, 
I will always see the United States.” Only time 
will tell if that unification is possible in what 
appears to be a deeply torn nation. 

Book Review: “1Q84”Book Review: “1Q84”
              By Will Golec (‘22)

1Q84, by Haruki Murakami, follows two main 
characters, Tengo and A ame.Tengo is an aspir-
ing writer who gets brought on to a somewhat 
illegal scheme. His editor, Komatsu, has found a 
manuscript that, despite being very engaging, has 
horrible grammar and poor descriptions. Tengo 
agrees to polish up the book, getting paid as a 
ghostwriter, and the author, Fuka Eri, also agrees 
to the arrangement.

Aomame is a sports instructor who teaches 
self-defense classes and works as an assassin for 
a woman called “the Dowager.” She uses an ice 
pick to kill her victims, making the murder look 
like a heart attack or another natural death. Early 
on in the story, Aomame notices that things are 
changing around her, and she figures out that she 
has somehow been transported into an alternate 
dimension, the titular 1Q84. 

At first, following the two characters’ stories feel 
like reading two different books at once, but they 
slowly come together, in both theme and charac-
ters. For the first two-thirds of the book, Tengo 
and Aomame neither meet nor are even aware 
that the other has much of anything to do with the 
plot. The final third of the book links them togeth-
er, and it is also where we meet our third protago

nist, Ushikawa. Ushikawa is okay. He is not al-
lotted nearly as much time for us to get to know 
him, and he does not really figure out much of the 
story; he is just used as a way to help the audience 
piece everything together, and even then, I feel like 
I could have figured it all out with just Tengo and 
Aomame.

That is what really carries 1Q84: its characters. 
They are all odd people about whom you would 
like to know more as you read through the story. 
We get at least one crazy and life-changing story 
from every major character, except Fuka Eri, the 
author of Air Chrysalis. Her story is delivered 
through the fantasy story she wrote (is it really just 
a story…?). Most of 1Q84 centers around charac-
ters talking about their pasts and possible futures 
and reminiscing about their lives. This is where 
every Murakami book comes into its own; there 
is something bizarrely soothing and exciting at 
the same time about people talking about horrible 
pasts as calmly as telling others about their day at 
work. This could have the side effect of making the 
pacing about as fast as a boring class on a Friday, 
but it never feels that way. I can’t think of a time 
that the slow pace was ever irritating, or held back 
the book. However, there are some points where I 
feel that characters should have way more of a

[Editor’s note: Trigger warning for sexual assault, suicide]

reaction than they do to certain situations. 

There are a few issues I should mention. They 
might not be issues to some, but I feel that they 
need to be addressed. This book is nearly a thou-
sand pages long, slowly paced, and dense. Despite 
its length, I did not have much trouble getting 
through it. The other problem is a bit more trou-
blesome. One of the major themes in the book is 
rape and abuse, and 1Q84 is not afraid to discuss 
it frankly. Aomame kills men who abuse their hus-
bands as a way of revenge for her best friend who 
died of suicide after being driven to it by her hus-
band (Aomame’s first kill was the aforementioned 
husband.) In addition, Aomame’s main target is 
a man who has raped several underage girls and 
also leads the religious group of Air Chrysalis. All 
of this is handled very well; it is not gratuitous or 
sleazy. There is also one particular moment in the 
book that is questionable at best and incredibly 
creepy at worst. If this was in the hands of a lesser 
author, it would be a deal-breaker. It is not here, 
but be warned. 

In the end, these issues do not diminish the quality 
of what is otherwise a surreal, deep, and excellent-
ly written book. 8.5/10—check it out!
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Congratulations to our Contest Winners!Congratulations to our Contest Winners!
Ellie Stannard and Benjamin WagnerEllie Stannard and Benjamin Wagner

It was 9am on a Sunday and my skate was 
completely destroyed. I ran my hand through 
my hair, shaking out the sweat from an hour 
of coaching learn-to-play hockey.
“Hanko! I think something’s wrong with my 
skates!”

Hank, Mateo, and Jackie turned as they 
pushed open the rink’s door to the unseason-
ably warm December air. “Let me take a look 
at it.” I handed over my blades, and the boys 
ran their hands over the boot, noting how the 
entire blade holder swayed. “Yeah man we gots 
to run. Good luck with that. Still hope to see 
you at tryouts tomorrow bro!”

Having taken two years off of playing hockey 
to ski and attend the High Mountain Insti-
tute, I knew Monday, and my first tryout for 
Hanover’s Varsity hockey team, would be a 
challenge no matter what. The awkwardness of 
working with guys I was competing with, the 
struggles of a Herbie at the end of practice, re-
learning how to catch a pass on my backhand. 
A broken skate seemed like an unnecessary 
wrinkle thrown in my face. 2020 working its 
magic.

I threw my gear in my bag, jogged over to my 
old red Subaru. Reached for an Arnold Palm-
er. Empty. What am I supposed to do now? 
I quickly texted my father – the Coach Mike 
of many a Granite State League game in years 
past – figuring he would know what to do. I let 
him know that I thought my rivets were bro-
ken, but I was going to run over to Stateline 
Sports before a ski instructor clinic at Whale-
back. My phone died – the rink’s cold draining 
the juice from the cracked device.

I drove over to Stateline. Closed. Sunday. 
Should’ve known that. I made it through two 
hours of training on a 20 square-foot patch 
of snow and had made it all the way back 
into the COOP when my phone sprung to 
life with nine texts from my father. My dad, 
being smarter than I, knew Stateline would be 
closed. I pulled off the road and called him. 

“Yo Dad – why’d ya send me the list of ad-
dresses of a bunch of random people I don’t 
know?”

his window.” 

After rolling down the bumpy dirt road, we 
hopped out of the car next to a beautiful white 
house, next to a soccer field. “You’re Ben.”

“I am.”

“Broken skate? I don’t know anything about 
skates. But,” he rummaged through his pock-
ets and pulled out a few window rivets and a 
riveter. “These might work?” Hunter seemed 
hopeful.

I deferred to Kurt, silently handing over my 
skate. This was outside of my comfort zone. 
The first rivet was imperfect. Barely worked. 
I looked up towards the sky. Then at a bird 
flitting through the trees. Then the ground. 
Nervous, but trying to seem relaxed.

“We’ve got this.” Kurt decided. Okay man. 
Sure. I said nothing. A few minutes Kurt 
declared the job done. I took the boot in by 
hand, grabbed the holder. Attempted to move 
it. The holder held fast, the rivets doing their 
job. The Valley working its magic. I beamed 
with joy and awkwardly thanking the men 
standing next to me.

As Kurt and I packed up our stuff, Hunter’s 
wife jogged up the driveway. After Hunter 
explained the situation, she turned to me and 
said: “Wagner? As in Sarah Wagner? Is your 
mom Laura Rice?”

“Yuppppp.” What’s going on? The Upper Val-
ley is a wacky place. 

Later that week, I found myself on the ice for 
my first Varsity practice. Window-rivets and 
all, I had made it through the week. I owed it 
to the wonderful little hockey community my 
family found itself enveloped in – just one mi-
croenvironment within this amazing place we 
call the Upper Valley. Around here, we often 
think of this place as being special – a unique 
community. That is probably incorrect. Many 
bucolic communities built around liberal arts 

“Don’t know? You’ve known these people your 
entire life! Or you used to at least …” 

Coach Mike explained that as he thought it 
was probably a bad idea for me to skate with 
two rivets – both as a safety issue, and the 
fact that I was likely to struggle enough as it 
was – he had gone through his list of hockey 
contacts. After twenty years of coaching (my 
two older sisters and me) and playing (long 
live the No-Names of the Woodstock League 
and the White Lightning of the Campion Rink 
League) in the Upper Valley, the list was quite 
long. A few of the expected places – includ-
ing a hockey store down in Nashua. But more 
interesting was the trackable chronology of 
teams, teammates, Ramunto’s drinking bud-
dies, post-championship parties.
Friends of friends of teammates.
An old learn-to-play Coach.
The Dad of my sister’s Squirt Blue teammate.
The Mom of an old Peewee Green forward.
An adult league teammate turned road biking 
buddy and friend.
And finally, a White Lightning teammate and 
father of my sister’s old teammate. Connec-
tions on connections. I was told this was my 
best bet.

I hopped back on Route 10 and headed North 
towards Lyme, smiling at the armada of run-
ners and riders and roller skiers I passed along 
the way.

I really hope this works flashed repeatedly 
through my mind as I pulled onto Shoe Strap 
road. “Are you Kurt?” I asked in my deepest, 
trying-to-seem-like-an-adult voice, speaking 
to the tall, flannel-clad man standing in a 
driveway with the drill.

“Yes. You must be Ben.”

“Yep.” Uneasy and a little out of my comfort 
zone, I nonetheless felt a brotherhood in the 
blunt New-Hampshirite replies.

“Let’s take a look at those things,” he said, 
peering at the size-16 boot. “Those are broken. 
I don’t have the riveter. Let’s drive down to my 
neighbor’s house. He has one.” Responding to 
my inquisitive look, he added, “He’s redoing 

SkatesSkates
By Benjamin Wagner (‘21)



colleges exist in the United States. Middlebury, 
Vermont and Northfield, Minnesota come to 
mind. And I am sure that within those towns, 
micro-communities thrive. The Upper Valley 
is not unique. However, that does not make 
it any less incredible. To those of us lucky 
enough to live here, the UV will always hold
a unique power over our hearts. As I think
of heading off to college in the coming year,
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 my friends and classmates and I speak of the 
future – bigger places, we’ve outgrown this 
watershed – I occasionally feel a twinge of 
sadness. But mostly thanks. A desire to pay it 
forward. I may not be able to help anyone out
with a rivet, but I want to be there for those 
who need me. That’s how community works. I 
also feel recognition for the place I call home. 

A place where the neighbor of your father’s 
teammate gives you some rivets on a Sunday 
afternoon.

Wherever I end up, I’ll take my skates. Wher-
ever my skates go, the window rivets go. 
Wherever the rivets go, a memory of our 
community follows.

Finding FootingFinding Footing
By Ellison Stannard (‘21)

My dad and I gently disrupt the perfect har-
mony of the Mink Brook Nature Preserve in 
hopes of getting closer to the elusive minnows. 
Reaching out his hand, he helps me down the 
steep stream bank– three months post-op 
from major knee surgery, I’m still working on 
finding solid footing. I probably would have 
been fine by myself, but the risk of falling was 
a perfect excuse for us to escape into the forest 
together. 

The weekly mucking expeditions were a 
chance for us to talk about anything and 
everything. Sometimes we interrupted the 

the quiet mornings with light laughter and 
conversation, and other times we trekked qui-
etly, purely appreciating each other’s presence. 
The woods have always been an escape for 
us, a place to reflect and to learn– about each 
other and about the world. 

Between bits of soft banter and over fallen 
trees, we invited the other into our mind and 
heart. My dad identified animal tracks and 
told stories about spending his summers on 
a farm as a kid. I tested my understanding 
of stream chemistry, puzzling the sources of 
off-colored water and confessed the sadness I 

had been repressing about missing my senior 
sport seasons.

Suddenly, I spot the minnows and dip into the 
shallow stream to catch a few. Our mission 
complete, we begin walking back to the trail 
that will take us home, out of our sanctuary, 
and into the world. But the woods will always 
be there, ready for us when we need it and for 
that, I am grateful. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected many 
small businesses within the Upper Valley. 
Even though the lockdown that began last 
spring has been lifted and people have been 
able to eat at restaurants, go shopping, and 
see friends, months later we are still seeing 
the impact on our community and the local 
businesses most Hanover High students grew 
up with. 

During the lockdown, many businesses in 
Hanover such as Salt Hill Pub, Morano Gelato, 
Noodle Station, and Skinny Pancake, to name 
a few, were forced to shut down due mainly to 
the inability to renew leases.

Now, other businesses that are trying to re-
open and remain in business as colder weath-
er approaches (limiting options for outdoor 
dining), are struggling with having enough 
indoor space for social distancing precautions, 
and making sure they are promoting a healthy 
and safe work environment for their employ-

ees. As of right now, the Noodle Station, My 
Brigadeiro, and Blue Sparrow are looking to 
reopen in their existing spaces or new loca-
tions in the Upper Valley. While of course they 
may have to roll back their reopening dates 
due to infection rates increasing in the Upper 
Valley, they are hoping to be open for business 
as soon as they can. 

There is also some positive news on the local 
dining front: Jewel of India has moved to its 
new location in the space recently vacated by 
Noodle Station. In addition, Tuk Tuk Thai 
Cuisine, a Thai food restaurant in Hanover, 
is reportedly opening a second location at 
the old Dunkin’ Donuts on Main Street in 
West Lebanon to handle the increased local 
demand for take-out. With fewer Dartmouth 
students on campus and people less willing to 
dine at restaurants indoors during the winter, 
take-out and delivery options are key for small 
restaurants to be able to stay afloat.

Pandemic Takes Toll on Upper Valley Pandemic Takes Toll on Upper Valley 
BusinessesBusinesses

      By Michael Crandell (‘23)

 https://www.wcax.com/content/news/New-Hamp-
shire-restaurants-resume-outdoor-seated-dining-570559751.
html
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ment and to teach the school a lesson about what Council 
can do, it does provide historical precedent for how and if 
Council should and can change the mascot. 

With heated discussions in Council continuing over the past 
few weeks about the future of Hanover’s mascot, the Council 
Executive Committee has made and released a survey to poll 
the interest of the students in the possible change of the mas-
cot. This would be the first step similar to what the Student 
Life Committee did back in 1986. 

On January 6th, Council created a Mascot Ad Hoc commit-
tee to discuss the mascot, the mascot motion, and future 
steps in greater detail. The committee is charged with a duty 
to report back to Council by the first Council meeting of 
March 2021.

By Dill Eisendrath (‘22)By Dill Eisendrath (‘22)


